§ 71. Particular acts as within rule of absolute judicial immunity, 46 Am. Jur. 2d Judges... 


46 Am. Jur. 2d Judges § 71 
American Jurisprudence, Second Edition February 2022 Update 


Judges 
Glenda K. Harnad, J.D.; and Kristina E. Music Biro, J.D., of the staff of the National Legal Research Group, Inc. 


VIII. Liabilities 
A. Civil Liability 
2. Liability for Particular Types of Conduct 


a. In General; Conduct Within Scope of Rule of Absolute Judicial Immunity 
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Judicial functions or acts entitled to absolute immunity have been held to include: 


(1) issuing citations, judgments, and sentences for contempt; ! 
(2) holding preliminary hearings and denying motions; 

(3) assigning cases and rendering decisions on pretrial matters;> 
(4) imposing jail sentences;* 

(5) directing an executive officer to bring counsel before the court;> 

(6) disbarring a lawyer without first according the lawyer an opportunity to be heard;° 
(7) denying an application for admission to a state bar; 


(8) enforcing and arbitrating a state's rules of ethics;® 


(9) appointing a receiver;” 
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(10) researching the law applicable to a plaintiff's tax situation; » 


(11) signing a court order and providing a copy of it to a newspaper, prior to the filing of the order with the clerk; l and 


(12) entering an injunction, allegedly in conspiracy with certain private parties to deprive others of particular rights. 12 
Nonjudicial acts, for immunity purposes, have been held to include the selection of jurors!? and the hiring and firing of court 
personnel. !4 Administrative actions, such as terminating a court employee, compiling general jury lists, and promulgating an 


attorney code of conduct, do not fall within the range of judicial actions protected by absolute judicial immunity. 15 


CUMULATIVE SUPPLEMENT 


Cases: 


Entry of order affirming dismissal of widow's wrongful death action by panel of three Appellate Court justices was judicial act, 
and thus justices were protected under doctrine of judicial immunity from widow's subsequent civil action alleging that justices 
deliberately misstated contents of record; justices were presented with controversy to be decided in their judicial capacity, and 
Appellate Court had subject matter jurisdiction over widow's appeal. 720 III. Comp. Stat. Ann. 5/32-8, 5/33-3; Ill. Sup. Ct. R. 
23. Moncelle v. McDade, 2017 IL App (3d) 160579, 418 Ill. Dec. 206, 89 N.E.3d 1040 (App. Ct. 3d Dist. 2017). 
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